
1. Solemnity of Jesus Christ: Lord and King of the Universe – Lord and King of our lives; 

Christian values to permeate our lives and help shape our society, culture and the world. 

2. Unfortunately, this is a challenge and is becoming more and more difficult to do because of 

the popular notion to keep religion within the confines of the church and to keep it out of the 

public square.  

3. Also unfortunately, it is quite a challenge to being religious today, to being a Catholic in un-

churched areas such as Oregon, raising and sustaining our children in the faith in the midst of 

rampant secularism; “to be comfortable with being a Catholic”. 

4. This is prompted by multiple things among them the hot-button topics of moral issues; 

misconception about the church; lack of knowledge about our Catholic faith; and the mere fact of 

growing secularism in our culture and society.  

5. But it has not always been like that (it isn’t in some part of the world and even the US) and it 

shouldn’t necessarily remain that way.  

6. There are various things we can do to address it: to keep learning about what our faith really 

means; to live the faith authentically and then get familiar and comfortable with it; and also to 

dispel the popular misconceptions and falsities about our faith and the Church and then to 

recognize the good it has done and the good it continues to do.  

This is the rationale behind my homily today on this feast of Christ the King. I’d like to spell out 

some of the secular contributions of the Church to the world.  

We hear so many negative things about our Church: that the Church interferes with change and 

progress; that it is against science and breeds ignorance; that it kept the West mired in the Dark 



Ages; that it is intolerant, oppressive and causes wars. But what we hear is not true. 

In an article titled "Priesthood" and published in The Catholic Encyclopedia, J. Pohle reminds us 

how the church gave the world religion, morality, science, art, and industry after the Roman 

Empire fell and helped build the greatest civilization in history.  The following synopsis is from 

part four of the article: 

Charlemagne is credited with uniting the German hordes into one nation after the fall of Rome, 

but it was Catholic missionaries and martyrs who paved the way for Charlemagne's success. 

They converted many of the Germanic peoples and helped raise them out of a state of savagery, 

considered barbaric even for those times. In later times, the Benedictines, Cistercians, 

Franciscans, Dominicans, Jesuits, and others spread across Europe and around the world 

raising the level of morality and civilization. 

The Church raised the level of morality and civilization by serving the people's needs and 

promoting human dignity. For instance, the maxim, "Education for all," was first uttered by 

Pope Innocent III. During the Middle Ages, universities and elementary schools were run by 

priests and religious. The first medical facility in Europe, the School of Salerno, was founded by 

the Benedictines. They educated skilled physicians for all Europe. 

Furthermore, it has been said that St. Vincent de Paul achieved more for the sick and the poor 

than many cities and states combined. More recently, Cardinal Lavigerie played an important 

role in the abolition of slavery, and Catholic congregations, such as the Trinitarians and the 

Mercedarians, devoted themselves to the liberation of slaves in pagan and Muslim lands. 

Early humanism was strongly supported by Popes Nicholas V and Leo X. The humanist scholar 

and writer Erasmus was a priest. Lope de Vega and Calderon, both priests, are a couple of 



Spain's greatest writers. The foundation of historical criticism was laid by Cardinal Baronius, 

the monks of St. Maur, and the Bollandists. And a Jesuit is the "father" of comparative philology, 

that is, the scientific approach to the study of language in texts. 

Social service and higher learning are not the only secular contributions of the Church. An 

advanced civilization cannot exist without a sound economic base and infrastructure to support 

it. Catholic bishops and priests, such as Duns Scotus, Nicholas Oresme, Bishop of Lisieux, St. 

Antoninus of Florence, and Gabriel Biel, laid the foundation for national economies. 

Benedictine, Cistercian, and Trappist monks cleared the forests and cultivated the land, 

rendering vast areas free from fever. They also engineered and built drainage systems, irrigation 

systems, roads, and bridges. 

Let me focus now on one of the more common misconceptions about the Church: that the 

Church is anti-science. Seth MacFarlane, the creator of Family Guy, recently did a remake of the 

1980’s documentary Cosmos. MacFarlane is also a well-known atheist. The first episode 

featured, along with the science, an animated feature dealing with the 16th century Dominican 

friar Giordano Bruno, who was burned at the stake by Church officials. Bruno is portrayed as a 

hero of modern science, and church officials are, without exception, depicted as wild-eyed 

fanatics and unthinking dogmatists.  

Secularist ideologues will relentlessly marshal stories of Galileo, Bruno and others — all 

castigated or persecuted by church people who unfortunately did not adequately grasp the 

principles of theology vis a vis the sciences. But to focus on these few exceptional cases is to 

misrepresent the history of the relationship between Catholicism and the sciences. 

The Catholic Church is not against science. The very idea of scientific progress is of Catholic 



origin. It must be first said that, in fact, the great founders of modern science — Copernicus, 

Galileo, Descartes, Pascal, etc. — were formed in church-sponsored universities where they 

learned their mathematics, astronomy, and physics. The scientist and philosopher Roger Bacon 

was a Franciscan friar. The Heliocentric theory of the solar system is attributed to the Catholic 

cleric Nicolaus Copernicus. The first geographical chart of the world is attributed to cleric Mauro 

of Venice. Gregor Mendel (1822-84) was an Augustinian monk and abbot and was a founder of 

the modern science of genetics. Nicolas Steno (1638-86) was a Danish bishop who was a pioneer 

in anatomy and geology; Father Jean Picard, a priest of the 17th Century, was the first person to 

determine the size of the earth to a reasonable degree of accuracy; Father Giovanni Battista 

Riccioli, a 17th Century Jesuit astronomer and the first person to measure the rate of acceleration 

of a free-falling body; Father George Searle, a Paulist priest of the early 20th Century who 

discovered six galaxies; Father Benedetto Castelli, a Benedictine monk and scientist of the 16th 

century, who was a friend and supporter of Galileo; Father Francesco Grimaldi, a Jesuit who 

discovered the diffraction of light; Father George Coyne, a contemporary Jesuit priest and 

astrophysicist, who for many years ran the Vatican Observatory outside Tucson; Father Teilhard 

de Chardin, a 20th Century Jesuit who wrote extensively on paleontology. Most impressive of all 

was Fr. Georges Lemaitre (1894-1966), a Belgian priest who proposed the Big Bang theory of 

the origin of the universe. There are Vatican observatories just outside the city Rome and in 

Tucson, Arizona; there’s a Pontifical Academy of Sciences and many Nobel Prize winners are 

Catholic scientists. The Catholic Church is not an enemy od modern science. The Church today 

is the same Church that promoted science and helped build Western civilization and raise the 

level of so many others over the past two thousand years.  



There is much more to say. But we have no more time. This is only a historical presentation of 

the secular contributions of Catholicism to our society and the major role faith and Christianity 

play in building civilization. This does not even include our role in social action or charities. We 

are, after all, the largest charitable organization in the world. This does not also include the huge 

favor we give society and the government by running countless schools, hospitals, shelters, and 

orphanages around the world.  But we don’t keep count. We just do what we’re supposed to do. 

It’s our Christian mission.  

I just wish sometimes society should be a little grateful to us rather than hostile to us, to you 

especially to our children, to our families, who are out there in the world.  Christianity has 

something to offer the world; it is not to be merely relegated to the sidelines. Don’t ever let 

anyone tell you that Catholicism is this and that. You know better than that. To be honest, you 

probably know more than them. So take pride in your faith. Cherish it. Defend it when the 

situation calls for it. Keep the faith even if certain topics or issues do not fully make sense yet; 

even if no explanations seem to be adequate enough for us. At least not yet. Sometimes it is 

necessary for us to struggle with these questions ourselves in order to achieve maturation in 

thought and spirit. A lot of times, it is precisely during these times of questioning, searching, and 

even doubting that we can have a most profound encounter with God. Perhaps, it is true what 

they say that the faith that has gone through much probing is a faith that is fortified, like gold 

tested by fire. And then, as the 2
nd

 reading says, ‘when the end comes, when Christ hands over 

the kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every authority 

and power; when he has put all his enemies under his feet … when everything is subjected to 

him’ and the fullness of understanding is finally revealed, when all our questions are answered 

and all our doubts dispelled, and all hatred and fighting, fear and argumentations and debate, 



when all these are gone, when Jesus Christ reigns fully as King, and God is all in all, when that 

time comes, may we, with St. Paul in his Letter to Timothy, be truly able to say: “I have 

competed well; I have finished the race;
 
I have kept the faith. From now on the crown of 

righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day,
 
and not 

only to me, but to all who have longed for his appearance.” Amen! 


